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Kindering center: °l don’t know where  tax ruled
we would be without them’ illegal

WOULD HAVE IMPOSED
TAX ON HIGH EARNERS

City says next stop
is State Supreme Court

By LEWIS KAMB
AND SANDI DOUGHTON
Seattle Times staff reporters

Seattle’s income tax on
wealthy households failed its
first legal test Wednesday, with a
King County Superior Court
ruling that the measure is illegal.

In a summary judgment, Judge
John R. Ruhl agreed with multi-
ple challengers that the city ordi-
nance adopted in July is not
authorized under state law.

Opponents of Seattle’s so-
called “wealth tax” immediately
hailed the ruling as proof that the
city long has known the tax was
legally flawed, but nonetheless
pushed it into law.

“The city knowingly violated
several laws in imposing this
tax,” said Brian T. Hodges, a
senior attorney for the Pacific
Legal Foundation, which repre-
sented several Seattle residents
challenging the law. “This ruling
is probably the worst scenario for
the city and the best scenario for
the opponents of the income
tax.”
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Kindering early-childhood special educator Caroline Lemmens uses a flashlight as a visual guide on a drum, while working with 21- While Wednesday’s decision is

month-old Franco Calvo, who another Kindering therapist describes as “just a little sunshine.” disappointing, the city intends to
appeal it directly to the State
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How do you give thanks after
experiencing so much sadness?
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< Kindering

FROM Al

share in The Seattle Times
Fund For The Needy, Kin-
dering was founded in 1962
by a group of mothers strug-
gling to raise disabled chil-
dren at a time when social
services were scarce.

Today, the organization
serves more than 4,000
families a year with campus-
es in Bellevue, Bothell and,
most recently, Renton. The
focus is on the critical win-
dow from birth to 3 years of
age, when children’s brains
are at their most flexible
and therapy can lay the
foundation for a better fu-
ture.

“The earlier the interven-
tion occurs, the more skills
they get earlier on, the more
successful they are going to
be throughout their lives,”
said Courtney Nolan, a spe-
cial-education manager at
Kindering.

Franco’s therapy regimen
through Kindering’s Bothell
center started when he was
2 months old.

Like any baby, he was
soaking up information
about the world and learn-
ing to navigate through it.
Down syndrome compli-
cates the journey with an
array of challenges, from
weak muscles and imperfect
vision to cognitive prob-
lems, all of which Kinder-
ing’s programs are designed
to help counteract, Nolan
explained.

Franco was doing well —
until the seizures started.

It was a terrifying time,
and horror stories on the
internet were not helpful,
Rodrigo said. “You see an
innocent baby going
through this, and there’s
nothing you can do to com-
fort him.”

Franco was diagnosed
with a rare condition called
West syndrome, a severe
form of epilepsy. Much of
the progress he had made in
therapy was erased.

Drugs helped calm the
spasms, and Kindering’s
staff started anew with
occupational, physical and
speech therapy.

Through Kindering, the
Calvos got to know other
parents with disabled chil-
dren, who shared their sto-
ries and advice. The organi-
zation also welcomed Fran-
co’s big sister, Josefina, now
3%, to a program where
siblings get special attention
and share their feelings
about having a disabled
brother or sister.

“Kindering not only helps
Franco move along in his
development, it helps all of
us to understand we are not
alone,” Elsa said.

Working with the entire
family is fundamental to
Kindering’s approach, Nolan
said. Parents are the prima-
ry caregivers, so it’s impor-
tant to equip them with the
skills they need to help their
child.

Kindering’s experts
helped Elsa and Rodrigo
learn to better read their son
— what his body language
says about his moods and
how to figure out what he
wants.

They’ve also learned to
examine and adjust their
own expectations.

Elsa, 36, is used to rush-
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Elsa Calvo tracks bubbles with her son, Franco, who has Down syndrome. He attends a weekly program at Kindering to work on developmental and
sensory exercises. “Kindering not only helps Franco move along in his development, it helps all of us to understand we are not alone,” his mom said.

Where your dollars
go

Kindering provides education,
therapy and support for
children with disabilities or
developmental delays — and
their families — from birth to
3 years of age.

Samples of what Kindering can
buy with your donation:

$25: Colorful, high-contrast
toys for visually impaired
children

$50: Weighted therapy balls

$100: iPad applications that
help children communicate

Source: Kindering

ing around. Now, she has to
slow down to match Fran-
co’s pace. Rodrigo, 40, has
always been a stickler for
table manners. But Kinder-
ing’s therapists explained
how important it is for Fran-
co to play with his food in
order to feel the texture and
become familiar with it.

On a recent morning at
Kindering’s Bothell campus,
Franco demonstrated his
touch technique, grabbing
and squeezing chunks of a
fig bar. Bringing a tidbit
close to his mouth earned
applause from his enthusias-
tic teachers.

In other lessons, all
couched as play, Franco
leaned in to feel the rhythm
of a drum, followed a flash-
light beam with his eyes and
smiled at soap bubbles float-
ing past his face.

“Franco is making amaz-
ing progress,” said occupa-
tional therapist Jennifer
Shull, who’s been working
with the family from the
start. “He’s just a little sun-
shine.”

The Calvos are bilingual,
so Franco’s therapists speak
to him in Spanish and Eng-
lish. Across the region, Kin-

dering helps families that
speak 90 different languag-
es.

With a staff of more than
180, the organization
doesn’t turn anyone away.
Funding comes from state
and federal programs,
school districts, private
donations, insurance and
modest fees from families
who can afford them.

Kindering serves children
with a wide range of disabil-
ities, from cerebral palsy
and autism to less-severe
delays in development. The
organization’s own research
shows that nearly half of
kids who get early interven-
tion catch up with their
normally developing peers
and don’t need special-edu-
cation services in school.
That can be a big money-
saver for school districts,
since special education can
cost more than $50,000 per
student.

Children with genetic
disabilities like Down syn-
drome and more profound
brain damage may never
catch up with typically de-
veloping kids, but Kinder-
ing’s programs help narrow
the gap and can set them on

son than it was for his aunt.
Born with Down syndrome
in Mexico in the 1940s, she

Franco sits in
a sensory bin

at Kindering never got special education
in Bothell, or therapy and spent much
wiggling a of her life with only her
piece of corn mother for company.
between his Today, people with Down
toes syndrome hold jobs at Mi-

crosoft and other major
companies, Rodrigo pointed
out. “That’s my hope for
Franco,” he said. “To get a
degree. To get a job. To
develop as normally as he
can.”

And if higher education is
in Franco’s future, the Cal-
vos will be ready. They've
already started a tuition
savings account for him, just
like they did for their daugh-
ter.

Sandi Doughton at: 206-464-2491
or sdoughton@seattletimes.com
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the road to a more indepen-
dent life, Nolan said.
Rodrigo, an operations

manager for a cellphone
company, is certain the
outlook is brighter for his

Assange told
not to meddle in
other countries

The Associated Press
QUITO, Ecuador — Ecua-
dor on Wednesday again

urged Julian Assange to not
interfere in the affairs of
other countries after Spain
complained about his con-
tacts with Catalan secession-
ists, although the govern-
ment said the WikiLeaks
founder would continue
enjoying political asylum in
its London embassy, where
he has been since 2012.
President Lenin Moreno is
to visit Spain in December,
and his government said
Assange’s comments do not
reflect its own views.
Ecuador’s message came
two weeks after Spain object-
ed to Assange’s contacts with
secessionist Catalan leaders.
Assange has commented
frequently on international
issues, at times leading his
host to ask him to stop it. The
biggest crisis came in Octo-
ber 2016, when the embassy
cut his internet service after
WikiLeaks published damag-
ing emails from U.S. presi-
dential candidate Hillary
Clinton’s campaign.
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Wave Pendant

with Genuine Hawaiian Koa Wood Inlay
and Shimmer Diamond in

14K Yellow, White or Rose Gold $699
Chain included

Matching Earrings available
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Bellevue Square
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TILE / KITCHEN / BATH / HARDWOOD

THANKSGIVING SALE
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SAVE ON LUXURY BATH, TILE,
AND KITCHEN COLLECTIONS!

PORCELANOSA SEATTLE
88 Spring Street, Suite 120, Seattle, WA 98104
206.673.8395

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR EXTENDED STORE HOURS
WWW.PORCELANOSA-USA.COM

*Discount applied to merchandise and excludes tax and delivery charge. Offer does not apply to fabrication services,
previous purchases or already marked down or clearance items. May not be combined with any other offer.
Valid only from 11/22/17 through 12/2/17.



